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ACIC PCS - Coming in 
for landing

ACIC PCS Coming in for 
landing - ACIC PCS sounds 
more like a jet type than a 
cable and while these things 
have little in common, how we 
arrived at these two conclu-
sions is fairly similar. The 
thought of  flying is as old as 
mankind itself, just as the 
thought of  running more than 
one cable for dimmer switches 
and sensors is as old as electri-
cians.  In the early 16th century 
Leonardo Da Vinci drew plans 
for the first flying machine that 
included an engine, wings and 
propeller system. Of  course 
Leonardo did not ever follow 
through with these plans 
because he was far too busy 
with other projects. In the 
early 21st century plans have 
been made in order to have 
power, signal and control all 
under the same cable construc-
tion. Unlike Da Vinci, these 
plans have been given the 
green light. 

 The new cable in ques-
tion is a standard AC90 cable 
that comes in both 10 and 
12-gauge power conductor 
with a 16-gauge control cable 
built inside the armour. Anoth-
er benefit of  this construction 
is the yellow stripe for easy 
identification. The main idea 
behind this construction

is to make it easy to run light-
ing cables that alsorequire 
control cable for sensors and 
dimmers that are becoming 
more and more prevalent in 
the industry

 The first ever controlled 
and sustained flight was the 
Wright brothers in the early 
1900’s, after many failed 
attempts Orville Wright had 
broken through and sustained 
flight for just over 37 meters. 
Of  course this was only half  of  
the equation as in order to 
truly complete a flight, it 
needed to land. In our terms, 
for a cable to truly land in the 
industry the CSA and ESA 
need to approve its use. We 
know that AC90 fits into CSA 
C22.2 #51 for armored cable 
and CSA C22.2 #39 is reserved 
for control and instrumenta-
tion cable. So where does a 
cable that has both fit in?

 After flight became 
possible the next step was to 
use this new invention com-
mercially, well this is where 
things had been a bit of  a grey 
area since there was no gov-
erning bodies or laws protect-
ing the air space. Since this 
cable is a never before seen 
construction there is no gov-
erning body to say it is safe to 
use. However, with an amend-
ment to CSA C22.2 #51 the use 
of  these hybrid cables has 
been approved for Q1 of  2018.  
Again this is only half  the 
battle; the Canadian Electrical 
code also needs to adopt this 
new cable. Much like the 
International Air Transport 
Association being formed in 
1919 to police the commercial 
use of  aircrafts, the CSA wire 
committee was formed with 
representatives of  the industry 
that range from safety boards 
to industry associations, which 
met to discuss changes in 
electrical code. The results of  
said meetings yielded the 
result that the use of  this PCS 
cable would be added to the 
Canadian Electrical code in 
the first quarter of  2019. 

 Overall the path from 
flights first drawings and 
inception to actually 
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taking off, to landing, to being 
used commercially was a long 
and tumultuous one but ulti-
mately one that made flying 
what we know today. These 
same principles were applied 
in the construction to approved 
use of  the new PCS cable. 
Again, it leads to being a safe 
and reliable product that can 
be used just as a standard 
AC90 cable would. 

Yellow Stripe for 
easy identifcation

Built in control 
cable 

Signal Cable

Power Cable

Aluminum rung
armour
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Noramco Gives Back
When people pass away it is 
customary to attend a service, 
share fond memories and 
celebrate a life well lived. 
However, often times this does 
not feel like it is enough. When 
Florence Rose Gallagher 
passed away a great gap was 
left in the minds and hearts of  
the people she was closest 
with. The old saying by Albert 
Einstein says, “In great diffi-
culty, comes great opportuni-
ty.” and in this time of  difficul-
ty a great opportunity did 
present itself. A fundraiser at 
the elementary school where 
Florence’s great grandchildren 
attended was formed in order 
to raise money to buy a tree to 
cover the hot playground 
during the long summer 
months. In order to properly 
commemorate Florence Rose 
Gallagher’s memory matching 
donations would be made by 
Tammy Gallagher (a Utility 
Account Manager at Noram-
co) and her family. When all 
was said and done enough 
money had been jointly raised 
in order to buy a properly sized 
tree. Due to Tammy’s gener-
ous donation the tree would be 
planted at a special ceremony 
where a plaque would also be 
raised in Florence’s honour. In 
the coming years Tammy and 
her family would gather for 
yearly pictures with the tree 
and celebrate a great person’s 
life.

 Even though the news 
from the arborist was demoral-
izing, Tammy was not ready to 
give up on something that 
meant so much to herself  and 
family. Tammy, being an 
expert in utility products new 
of  a utility pole repair kit. 
Often times, wooden poles will 
become corroded over time 
and need to be replaced. This 
product makes it so the wood 
can be grafted and saved from 
replacement. These kits are 
very pricey and difficult to use. 
When Tammy realized stock 
was at Noramco she quickly 
asked her managers to donate 
a few of  them so she could 
have a chance to potentially 
save the tree. Being tenacious 
and hardworking for the 
course of  an entire weekend 
Tammy was able to graft some 
wood together and build some-
what of  a replacement bark. 
Still, the tree could not show 
any immediate signs of  recov-
ery so Tammy had to take the 
wait and see approach. 

 The tree was more of  a pillar 
in the lives of  many than a 
simple part of  nature. 

 In 2015 something 
terrible had happened, the tree 
had been vandalized and 
nearly chopped down. There 
were no leads as to who com-
mitted this heinous crime.

 The only thing that Tammy 
could do was call in an expert 
arborist to try and save the tree 
that had meant so much to her 
and her family. The arborist 
explained that even though 
most of  the tree was still intact 
the bark being ripped off  all 
the way around meant the tree 
would be doomed.  Devastated 
by this news Tammy was 
almost ready to give up. 
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The tree the following spring full of  blossoming leaves. Bark 
starting to be replaced on the injured spot. Still providing 
shade and great photos.

 After weeks and week of  
waiting to see if  the hard work 
and diligence had paid off, 
finally came the day where 
Tammy would go and visit the 
site. The walk to the tree was 
complete silence and sus-
pense. SUCCESS. The tree 
had been saved. The tree had 
obvious signs of  repair but 
that didn’t matter because the 
leaves were a deep green and 
sprouting just like the springs 
previous. 

 With Tammy’s quick 
thinking, never say die attitude 
and a little help from a charita-
ble contribution a very import-
ant tree had been saved from 
thoughtless vandals. Today the 
tree can still be seen standing 
in its home, and you can bet it 
still provides great photo 
opportunities. 
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Noramco in the 
news

In a bittersweet moment in March 2018 we said goodbye to a long-
time employee, Joe Camacho. Coined as Joe Power due to his prow-
ess in the utility power division, Joe served the company for over 20 
years working tirelessly to educate and inform others with his years 
of  technical expertise.  We are indebted to Joe for working for 
Noramco and wish him all the best on the next chapter of  his life.

In April Noramco attended the annual CommTech East Show in 
Mississauga, which is one of  the largest information communica-
tion technology trade shows in Canada. With over 80 vendors, 
industry associates and suppliers the CommTech show provides an 
enjoyable, relaxed atmosphere, where cross-industry needs can be 
met and experiences shared.

In April Noramco attended the Ontario Electrical League trade 
show located in Windsor. Kyle Roles and Glen Stewart attended the 
trade show where many lasting connections were made. The pair 
showed off  the SIMpull™ Flange and other solutions to the many 
league members in attendance. 
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Donʼt plan a summer 
shutdown yet

Don’t plan a summer shutdown without knowing about these products

Around this time of  year plans are being made for machine repair and overhaul of  
equipment manufacturing plants all over. However, many of  these decisions are being 
made without all of  the necessary information. In order to be fully informed we have 
compiled a list of  some of  the most innovative products and services you absolutely 
need to know about.

650 continuous flex cable – Highly flexible cable that is tray rated – suitable for applica-
tions that require continuous flex in industrial machines as well as laying in tray. This 
product will drastically reduce your on hand inventory as it works for multiple applica-
tions.

Panduit Verisafe – Verisafe is a one of  kind voltage tester that tests for the absence of  
voltage with just the click of  a button. With support for compliance when used as part 
of  the lockout/tag out process described in NFPA 70E Panduit Verisafe is an efficient 
and easy to use product.

Supply Chain Management – Gone are the days of  managing your own inventory and 
not knowing whether or not the necessary raw materials will be readily available. With 
Noramco, inventory is constantly monitored and replenished without having to lift a 
finger. Let our experienced staff  manage all of  your SKU’s so you can focus on more 
important things.
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Commodity Trends

Copper - Aluminum -

PVC - Lumber -

Average price of  copper has 
grown 21% since Q2 2017.

Average price of  Aluminum 
has grown 49% since Q2 2017.

Average price of  PVC has 
grown 10% since Q2 2017.

Average price of  lumber has 
grown 12% since Q2 2017.

June
2.60

Sept
2.98

Dec
3.10

Apr
3.15

June
0.94

Sept
1.04

Dec
1.03

Apr
1.40

June
0.68

Sept
0.68

Dec
0.70

Apr
0.75

June
313

Sept
310

Dec
314

Apr
350
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Noramco Carnival
wrap up

On Thursday June 28th cus-
tomers came from near and far 
to experience the 4th annual 
Noramco Carnival. The Carni-
val featured some of  the big-
gest manufacturers in the 
industry, tons of  great food 
and two special unveilings. 

This year the Carnival had 
many of  our vendor partners 
present to showcase their latest 
product offerings. A special 
thank you to Southwire, Sales 
Outsource Solutions, Prysmian 
Group, OFS, Lapp Group, 
Ilsco of  Canada, Shawcor, 
Belden, Superior Essex, Eaton, 
NSPEC, Multilink, Panduit, 
Jameson, Rhino and Nexans 
for their support. 

We enjoyed food from three 
delicious food trucks; Gourmet 
Gringos, Eva’s Original Chim-
neys and Johnny Rocco’s Pizza 
Wagon. They offered tacos, ice 
cream and wood fired pizza 
respectively. One source even 
went as far as to say it was “the 
best food at an event [he had] 
ever had”. Another unique 
feature of  the Carnival was the 
games, attendees were able to 
test their strength on the high 
striker and see who had the 
fastest reflexes on the light 
strike board. 

This year the Carnival featured 
something extra special, a 
grand unveiling! But what is 
better than one unveiling? 
Two! The first unveiling was 
brought to us by Nexans. They 
unveiled their latest product 
which is Electric Vehicle 
Charging Stations. These 
charging stations are geared 
towards large commercial 
projects like shopping malls, 
condominiums and parking 
structures. The second unveil-
ing was made by Noramco 
itself, we unveiled a new 
mascot to compliment the 
Noramco Infrastructure brand. 
The mascot named Norman; 
who hails from Mars and is in 
love with all things green is 
committed to making the 
jobsite safer with high quality 
infrastructure equipment. 

We would like to thank all of  
the people that made it out to 
the event and enjoyed every-
thing the Carnival had to offer. 
If  you did not get a chance to 
attend the event; do not fear as 
the 5th annual Carnival will be 
just as impressive! 
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SIMpull™ Time Saving

Available Now From:

4 Conductors + Ground Installation

VS.VS. SIMpull

4 x conductors+ Ground Arrive1 1 paralleled reel with 4 conductors1

Pull rope & Rag through conduit2Transport Rags and equipment2

phase tape & check circuits3 Attach SIMpull™ Heads pulling grip3
Setup light-weight maxis™ tugger4
Start pull, pull of 12 feet per minute

...............................................................

...............................................................

...............................................................

...............................................................

5

pull rope & Rag through conduit4

make conductor head & attach rope5
Set up rope tugger6

set up to apply lube to head and pull7

start pull and apply lube8

clean lube and enclose9

6

7

8

9

24 1491
man hours minutes

86%
faster

24 1491
man hours minutes

86%
faster


